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Abstract 

Dieta!)' lnlomlalion was ,eviewe.! lor 12 blrd species Iypirally lound ln larroland 
areas acros-s Europe using 100 ",Ie",n= lrom the UK and Olber Europcan 
rounnies lor which quanlitalive da ... "",re presnlled_ The number ol sludies 
and degree ol taxonomle resof\llion available varie-d ronsiderably beiWem. Ibe 
species and. lor sonlt:, dieta!)' inlomlalion was only available prior 10 agrirul­
tural intensifiralion and may be unrrpresentative ol rurrenl leeding habits. 
Consequently, sonlt: caulion ls r"'1ui,ed ln lnterpreting the rt:SIllts hemuse ol 
Ibe dillerenl "..,Ihods ol data roIl""'iou betWttU the studies and Ibe biases lu 
analylical leehnlques lor prey delectabilily_ Food a"allabililY was ra",ly quanti­
lied ln Ibe study a,eas. and diel "lay ha,.., ren"",e.! availahilily or preleren<ëe_ 
Plant I.milies and im..,,,ebrale ordt:rs we", ranke.! in Ibeir lmportance scp.a­
ralely lor adull die! ln Ihe breeding and nonbrt:eding scasons and lor cbicks_ The 
mosl important plant lamilies o,'erall ""'''' Po.1<ëeae, PoIygona<ëeae, C.a!)'ophyl­
la""ae, Crudierac, C.om~itae, Chenopodiaceae and Lahi.tae. ahbougb lhe last 
lwo were unlmportanl lor chlds_ A number ol ker species "",re also ldentilied_ 
Simil.rities in dietary prelerences were obst:rve.! among Fringillidae (finehes) 
and "lt:mbers olthe Columbldae (doves and pigeons) _ Fringillidae and C.lJrdu~lit 
CQUUQhÎUQ (linnel) "",re aW)ctaled wilb plants IMI ocrur in scmina",ral 
habltals, wbile f!,.,hrrila dtri~IIQ (yeIlOWMmmer), Phasianldae (p.altridges) 
and Columhidae were sbowu 10 he more dosely aW)ctale.! wilh plants ol 
agrienltural euvironments_ The mosl important invenehrale orders ",..,rall 
were Colcoplera adults, Hemiplera aduhs, Arachnida, lq>idoplera larvael 
pup.ae, Diptera adults, Lepldoptera adults. Dlptera larvaelpup.ae and H)'ll'lt:­
noplera adults_ During Ihe nonbree.!ing season, a smaller number ollnvene­
brale taX3 ""'''' imponanL For adults ln Ihe hrttding season and lor chids, 
Ihere were lO lamilies ol invenehrale IMI were important lor lour or more 
bird species (Aphididae, Carabldae, Chrysomelidae, Currulionldae. Elaleridae, 
Fomlicidae, Scarabeidae, Staphyllnidae. Telllhredinldae and TIpulidae) _ Tn Ihe 
nonbreeding seasnn. Curenliouldae and Lumbriddae we", important ln Ihe 
diet ol Ihree spedes_ A lew species (>:hlbiled a narrow diel range. selec:tlng ln­
venehrales lrom only oue or lwo lamili'"S- Similarilies ln dieta!)' romposilion 
were obst:rved among dosely rel'led hird species, while IMI ol chlds and 
adults SOfIlClimes dillered_ 


